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July 2

At 1000 hrs. 24 of the 43 100-pound fused bombs returmned from a
cambat mission and placed in revetmants for safety, went off with

a loud blast which shook the windows in HQs. A high column of black
smoke was ceen Lo rise fram the bomb dump; no casualties resulted,
however, but one nearby B»17 received major damage from concussion
and was marked for salvage.

- Noball Target - 24 A/C forminrg two Combat Boxes and led by Major Odle,

, &t another busz-boxb site in the Pas de Calais area through
10/10ths cloud with PFF equipment with unobzerved results. No E/A
were seen and meager inaccurate A.A. gun fire was encountered.

| Under the direction of Maj. Dawson the remaining 24 fused 100-pound

bombs were detonated at 1350 hrs. A large gallery had collected on and
near the Control tower and made a general movement toward the ground

| when they witnessed the column of black smoke from the prepared position

in the bomb dump, immediately followed by a smothered blast. This

. occasion marked the end of this menace of our A/C could now taxi on this
| strip of the perimeter and simplify take-off proceddure.

Today we were honored by Royal visitors, the occasion being the
christening of a B-17, "Rose of York", by Ner R. H. Princess Elizabeth,

;| also known as Tudor Rose(White) is part of the new official Coat of

Arms approwed for the Princess. In the Royal party were H.M. King

| George Sixth, H.M, Queen Elisabeth, Lady Patricia Hambelden(lady in
| Waiting), Sis Eric Mieville, Col, The Hon. Bowes Lyon (brother of the
| Queen), the Hon. Mrs. Bowes Lyon (Schoolmistress to the Queen), Lt.Gen.

James Doolittle and Generale Williams, Travis, Turner, Beeman and

| Goodrich, Col. Robinson, Col. Reid, W/C Towsend and Capt. Louise

Bain, The Royal Party, with Col. Robinson as gracious host, first

| attneded a 4Oth CBW briefing them, just before they reached the place

of christening, a perfect foruation of 54 A/C (B~17s) flew over the
field. At the christening, which was held in the dispersal area near
the briefing and interrogation building, the Princess broke a bottle
of cider over the chin turret amid the click of movie cameras and

| official photographers. The crew of "Rose of York", who were lined uwp

in front of the wing, had an opportunity to chat with the Queen and
Frincess and were entirely won over by the graciousness of their

Royal Highnesses. After this impressive and gala ceremony the Royal
Party proceeded on a short tour of the Station and were emtertained

! at luncheon in the "A" Mess. This occasion was the first in which

the Princess had sponsored a christening and her firet trip to American
Bomb Stations. Everyone on the Station had an opportunity to see and
admire the beauty and grece of Princess Elisabeth and many expressed
a hope that they might be invited to one of her tas narties at
Buckingham Palace.

The 306th Flew 2l A/C as forces "B" and "E" of 12 A/C each of tha
4Oth CBW to bomb Noball targets in France. Force "E", led by Capt.
Kealing of the 423rd, bombed with excellent results with no fighter
or A.A. gun fire opposition., Force "B* toured thelir assigned area
without finding the target and retwmed all bombe except 12 boobie-
traps, which were jettisoned. loderate fiak was encountered by this
force but no one was injured. No E/A were seen.

SECRET



= the 306th put up 34 A/C to form the lead and low Groups, of
each, of the 4LOth CBW. Mkaj. Salada, 368th, led 30 A/C over
the target and bombed the FW 190 factory with good results. No ©/A

: attacked and only moderate inaccurate flak was encountered in the
| target area.

=Qur target today was & R.K. bridge near Amiens. The
put up 25 A/C and we had one abortion. Forces "E" and "F*, of

' 12 4/C each, flew to the briefed target, which was obscured by 10/10

cloud. In search for a T/0 the furmations got near same flak near
Calais ana Dunkirk which damaged several of our A/C and slightly

wounded Sgt. R.S.0. Neal, officiai photographer who had been assigned

to cover this mission., All bombs were returned ana no E/A were seen.

Angers area g;ﬁ' Bridges -~ The 306th put up 24 A/C, flying 12 A/C eacn
, &8 lead and low Group of the 4Oth CBW. Lt.Col. Raper led the Division.

The primary was identified but we could no wmake a bomb run due to cloud
cover over the area. The lead Group turned to bomb a R.R. bridge at

Le Creusil and directed the low Group to a bridge that was visible at
Baucnemaine. Strike photos show both targets of opportunity as
receiving direct hits. No F/A were encountered. Leager and inaccurste
flak was met at Villers Bocage. P-5ls gave close support throughout

. the mission.

10!

Lt.Col. Robert Riordan retumed from D,S, and resumed his duties as
C.0. of the 369th Bomb Squadron.

m;m,c%g - The 306th put up 37 A/C and 35 A/C bombed the target
S on t

que through 10/10ths cloud. 128 A/C flew as high Group
of the 4Oth "A" CBW and 18 A/C as high Group of the 4Oth "B" CEW.
Both Groups thought bombing was good. Everyone reported that chaff was
having & definite effect on the flak defenses, since all bursts were
low and none of our A/C were damaged. No E/A were seen snd fighter support
was good at all times.

NICH, GERMANY - The 306th flew 17 A/C as lead Group of the 4Oth CBA and
%—%mam Motorenwerke by instruments through 10/10ths
cloud with unobserved results. Fighter support was good and no E/A were
seen. A low flak barrage was encountered in the target area, chaff being

given credit for upsetting the gunners' aim.

% - The 306th put up 35 4/C forming lead snd low Groups
) ) » headed by Lt.Col., Williams., & PFF run was started,

but the Mickey went out during bomb run, and as the center of towmn
was visible the lead bombardier made minor course corrections and set
the rate sisually. Pictures show bombs in the center of the towmn
between the eastern end of the M-Y and the old tom. A,A., gun fire
at the target was moderate to intense barrage followed by tracking.
Eieven of our A/C sustained severe flak damage and 7 minor damage. No
E/A were seen. Fighter support was good after picking up formations
about 15 minutes behind schedule.

Maj., Husband was transferred to the 1l2th R.C.D.
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= OQur fourth successive mission on this target, using

| MUNICH, Qﬂ%?
“through the clouds", The 306th put up 35 A/C forming the lead and

low Groups of the 4Oth CB#, led by Maj. Flannagan; 28 A/C attacked the

| target. No E/A were seen and support was good. Flak was moderate and

mostly low in the target area. Lt. F.G.Jones, 367th, carrying nickels,

| was last seen just after I.P. during climb., He pulled out to tne right,
' fell back under control and was not seen again.

W = The 306th put wp 47 4/C to form the complete
wB" CBW, /. +Col. Riordan, 369th, and the lead Group of the
4LOth "D" CBW, led by Maj. Chalfant, 423rd., Weather was solid undercast
at enamy ocoast and CAVU at target. The "B" CBW attacked the R,R. bridge
at St. Quentin with good remults and the "D" CBW, according to strike
photos, show direct hits on a bridge at Jussy. Some meager inaccurate

i flak was encountered. No E/A were seen and good close support was
| given over enemy territory.

- 306th dispatehed 36 A/C forming high Groups of the 4Oth
'y "B" CHWe and 33 A/C attacked the Primary (Buss-bamb manufact~
uring and experimental Plant) visually with good results. No B/A were

| seen and our fighters gave good support. A.A, gun fire was meager,
| inaccurate and scattered over target area. Lt. Parks, 423rd, had to

feather #1 engine NE of target, then #2 caught on fire; he jettisoned
his bombe in the Baltic Sesa and headed for Swedmm.

m- The 306th dispatched 11 A/C plus 2 SFF as lead

P © CBW headed by Maj. Salada, 368th, to bomb the ME
fadtory. The M.P.1. was obscured and & group of buildings on the
NE corner of the A/D was bombed with good results. About 15 S/E
enamy A/C were seen 4 minutes before I.P. but made no attacks on our
formation, Moderate, inaccurate, tracking flak was encountered in
the target area. Support was generally good.

Lt.Col. Robert Williams was relieved as C.0, of the 367th Bomb Sq.
and appointed Group Operations Officer.
Maj. Charles Flannagan was appointed C.0. of the 367th

% = The 300th dispatched 35 A/C, led by Maj. Chalfant of
° > orw the entire 4LOth "B" CBW. The assigned target was

| the Junkers Motorenwerke, estimated to prodwce 40K of the new Jumo 213
| engines. Due to the fact that the PFF A/C was hit and knocled out of

formation at the I.P. and also because of cloud cover over the Primary
each Group bambed targets of opportunity. Getting off course intease
acourete flak was encountered over Frankfurt and Leipsig, severely

damaging many of our A/C. Lt. McNaught, 423rd, was hit by flek in the
Leaipsiy area, his left Tokio tank and #1 engine catching fire. The A/C

| dropped out of formation and whem lavt seen disappearing in elouds the

| fires were out. Lt. Fresee ditched 15 miles SE of Ostend on one engine

nwommzumwmmudmgmmwu
g00od health at 1130 hours by two launches of Air-Sea Rescus. No E/A
were seen.

i g oy e
r » ora "C*" CHi. The route was
covered by Oths cloud but the target ares was clear. Bombing was
d believed good but photos do not show incendiary strikes,
at target or on course and no E/A were seen. Fighter

support was excellent throughout.
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th flew 4 a/c bel 3 PFF in one formation to a control
point south of Heligoland. Here the force split with 2 a/c going to
Bremen, 2 to Kiel and 3 to Mamburg. The purpose was the dalivery of
Nickele to these cities, giving the peoplas the true picture of yester-
day's attempted overthrow of the Nazi Perty by the (erman Generals.
Accurate flak was encountered over Kiel. lo enemy aircraft were seen
and all of gur a/c returned to base.

T, 10 AlBa, FRANCE
Th %ﬁh %spﬂ.chod 54 a/c to form the LOth "B" 1=2-3 and 4 forces

o

of 12 a/c each and 6 a/c as lead squadron for the LOth "C", Zach force
was assigned an area 1500 yards south of the forward line of our ground
troops. The bormbing area was covered by cloud above 13,000 feet except
immediately over the target. all forces except "E"l dropped their 100
nomnd G.P.s in train with good results. lio flak was encountered and
no e/a were seen. P=383 and P=5ls provided close support. .ill of our
aircraft returned to base,

Ma jor Charles G. Duy appointed Station Executive.

Captain Paul Baillie apnointed Station idjutant.

Lt. Col. Douglas Coleman transferred to a...F. ‘edistruoition
Center #l.
T o

T A

'oday the 306th sent the scne force of 54 a/c to the sane =rea to
repeat yesterday's performance of softening up the German lines facing
our ground forces. The weather was not as good as briefed but by
dropping to 12,000 feet the bombardiers were able to locate their taor-
gets and boib with good resulte, ' %/u or flék were encountered and
all a/c returned to bas~ safely.

Capt. Lalotta appointed Assistant Station adiutart,

2'\'.‘;*’ TR T R‘-
The 3&0\ G%p&tcnod 36 a/c a3 WOth "a" CHi with Lt. Col. ilordan

of the 369th in the lead. Thirty four a/c bow.ed one of the larzest
0il refineries of the I.G.Fsroeninductrie on PFF equipment through
10/10 cloud with unobserved results. A... gun fire was low and inac-
curate and firing into cnaff at the target followed by meuger accurate
tracking on turn off torget. Friendly fiih@er sup.ort was excellent
all the way and P#5ls gave pood sup ort in pairs for stragglers. No
E/A were seen. 4ll of our a/ec returned to vase.

NIC O

206th dispatched 36 a/c plus 2 PFF as the LOth "A" CZ/ led by
Ceneral Turner. Route to target was flowm without incident. Just be-
fore the I.P. the lead's FFF ejuipment went out and was turned over to

the deputy lecder. Thirt; four a/c boubed through solid undercast on

[PFF with unobserved results. Mo 5/i were seen, leager inaccurste ..i.

igun fire was encountered at the target. flose friemily fighter suv cort
was provided. 1 of our a/e returned to base.
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B



oot dee B (T r s, S ]7th 3omb, Growp (B)

werth of _July _ _ _ , isn 4 0 Froood o _Oapt, Wiler W, Glass

SECRET

DrY

EVaIS

The 306th Bombardment Group (H) participated in 19 opesational
missions during this month. Of these J were visual sightings, & were
PFF and bombs were returned on two occasions. Visual bombing was on
a high par, with satisfactcry tc excellent results obtainei @n all
nine missions where visual sighting was possible. Strategic bombing
was on a larger ccale than during the previous month, 12 targets
being bombed, Five operations were tactical in support of the %es*-
ern Front ground forces and bombs were returned twice to avoid
indiscrimanzte bombing of occupied territory.

igain the Juftwaffe declined .o contest the formations and no
encounters were sustained from enemy aircraft. No bombers were lost
to /i end no claims were made. Considering the number of deep pen-
etrations during the month, losses were ver: low. Four planes are
missing, one being reported landing in Sweden, and one ditching in
the Channel, with all the crew vicked up safely. Two of the uissing
boi ers are attrimnted to flak and the cother two were last to causes
unknown. Friendly fichter sup ort for the month was excellent.

During the month we were honored by a visit of M.«.H. Princess
Elizsheth, accompanied by H.... King Jeorge VI and H,l. .ueen Elizaveth
and Royal Party. Lt. General James Doolittle acted as escort for
this tour of Heavy Homber Stations. The muin purpose of this visit
wis to christen one of omr a/c "Rcse of York"™. The Yo al Farty
talked to the crew muubers and were tuken on an inspection tour of
this plane and the Station. Before departing by motor ths Party had
lunchecn at the (fficer's Less with cur Comrandin: Cfficazr, Colonel
‘morce L. lobAnson acting a: gracious lHost,
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July 1944-306" BG Headquarters Squadron Diary

Note: this page is inserted by 306th BGHA in 2020 to help the researcher distinguish
between the 306th BG War Diary and the diary kept by the 306th BG Headquarters
Squadron.
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Haster Lergeint oburt (. Covey wiaided trange Ster dedid.

Thelr Vajesties, the King and ueen of ragland accompuided by ifer joyul
tilghness Princess ‘lizabeth visited the station where the Irincess christ-
aned the Pel7 "lose of York". 4th the royul purty vwere (eaerils Doolitile,
villiaus, Travis, “urner, Heisemi wd Goedrigh, Colonal obluson us host
escorted the pirty Lo a wock briefin .t the LOh C, o, after wiich le
rincess caristegled the bomber and then to lunch, vhere iis 'ajesty's
favorite dish, &X salwon sulud, was se.ved, ‘rincess iliuaseth proved to
be very cuarsing wod was very (o ular vith tue stetin personnel. The
vislt was entirely successful witi Lhe ercention of leuving the ublie
itelations Oificer 4n a state of nervous exhesstien,

1st Lt theodore 'y Sperry assigred o orjmnization as Assistant eather
Officer,

sajor husband releived frow orenfizatisne

Lt Col Colewn releived fraa or anizatioa, iajor Duy apeolnted au
Statioa ixecutive Officer, Capt iwille appointed as station djutant,

Capt william o Van Ferman =usigned Lo organdzation as station Putlde
ielations Officer. Capt Joseph A. La MHotta avsigned to orgwnization as
Cousanding Officer Hye 06 beub Gp (H)e Capt Dalawdn releived frow
organization,
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